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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The previously indicated allowability of claims 1-8 in the previous office action is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered prior art reference (Kataoka in Japan Patent 
No. 5-329,714). The delay in citing this reference is regretted. 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 2 on line 3 
the word "electrode" is misspelled as "lectrode". Appropriate correction is required. ; 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3,5,6,9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yoshiyuki in Japan Patent No. 8-229,747 in view of Lin in U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2003/0192861 and Katoaka in Japan Patent No. 5-329,714. Yoshiyuki 
discloses mounting an electrode guide holder (element 19) on an electrode holder 
(element 34, which is an electrode magazine) having an electrode(element 17) held 
therein in advance, mounting the electrode holder on a member (element 13), moving 
the electrode guide to a distal end of the electrode 1o support the electrode(see step (3) 
in paragraph 6) and moving said electrode and said workpiece relative to each other to 
position said electrode at a position on the workpiece and starting electric discharge 
machining(see claim 1 of Yoshiyuki. Yoshiyuki does not disclose that the rotatable 
member (element 13) is a spindle. Lih (861) teaches using a spindle (element 6, see 
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paragraph 19) in an electric discharge machine apparatus to rotate the electrode and | 
teaches moving the electrode in position with respect to the workpiece and starting the 
electric discharge machining. Katoaka teaches a gripping means (element 10) for more 
accurately moving a tool into position. It would have been obvious to adapt Yoshiyuki ;in 
view of Lin and Katoaka to provide this to provide a spindle to rotate the electrode and 
to use gripping means to more accurately place the electrode in position for starting ! 
electric discharge machining to drill a hole in the workpiece. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshiyuki 
in Japan Patent No. 8-229,747 in view of Lin in U.S. Patent Application Publication No, 
2003/0192861 and Katoaka in Japan Patent No. 5-329,714 as applied to claims 1 and 2 
above, and further in view of Nagata in U.S. Patent No. 6,21 1 ,480. Nagata teaches an 
electrode holder with a flow path for supplying dielectric fluid into a pipe electrode. It i 
would have been obvious to adapt Yoshiyuki in view of Lin, Katoaka and Nagata to 
provide this to ensure that the pipe electrode receives working fluid. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshiyuki 
in Japan Patent No. 8-229,747 in view of Lin in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2003/0192861 and Katoaka in Japan Patent No. 5-329,714 as applied to claims 1 and 2 
above, and further in view of Yokomichi in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2005/0077269 A1 . Yokomichi teaches an electrode guide holder with a taper end (see 
element 77a in figure 6). It would have been obvious to adapt Yoshiyuki in view of Lin, 
Katoaka and Yokomichi to provide this to reduce the chance of collision of the electrode 
guide holder with the workpiece. 
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7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshiyuki 
in Japan Patent No. 8-229,747 in view of Lin in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2003/0192861 and Katoaka in Japan Patent No. 5-329,714 as applied to claims 1 and! 2 
above, and further in view of Gleason et al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,127,642. Gleason 
teaches an anti-vibration guide (element 36). It would have been obvious to adapt 
Yoshiyuki in view of Lin, Katoaka and Gleason et al. to provide this to reduce vibrations. 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims of record have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Beck in U.S. Patent No. 5,945,009 has gripping means used to; 
replace workpieces. Mizoguchi in Japan Patent No. 61-109,640 uses a gripping means 
(element 24) for replacing an electrode holder. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey S. Evans whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-1 174. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:30AM to 4:00 PM, 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pat Ryan can be reached on (571)-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should i 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272?1000/ 
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Primary Examiner 
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